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Empire in this crisis. . . . We are loyal because we
are patriotic; because we believe that with the
stability and permanence of British rule are bound
up the best prospects of Indian advancement.' The
obligation was incurred by Britain, and it has been
honoured. The Government of India Act of 1919
set up a fully representative government, and, in
some spheres, a responsible government. It was
avowedly a transitional measure, to be reviewed after
the lapse of years. With peace, criticism arose again,
often bitter and unmeasured, but India has ad-
vanced. The Act of 1935, a radical extension of
self-government, is now coming into practice, and
dominion status is assured.
The Empire after the Statute of Westminster
The Dominions had fought as mature nations,
they signed the peace treaties as independent states,
and their position as such, 'equal in status, though
united by a common allegiance to the Crown', has
been regularized by successive transactions, cul-
minating in the great Statute of Westminster of
1931. The term 'empire' has grown to appear mis-
leading as a description of their relations with the
mother-country, and 'British Commonwealth' has
taken its place. The present war is demonstrating
the Commonwealth's solidity.
The Dominions are nations complete in every
sense of the word and with completely independent
governments. They have their own Ministers Pleni-
potentiary, where necessary, in foreign states. They
maintain touch with England by means of resident
High Commissioners in London. Every four years,